
LESSON 5 CHORDS IN THE KEYS OF A, C, E AND F

This lesson shows three more chord "progressions", (A, C,E and F).

Do not get stalled on this lesson.  You can learn other skills while slowly learning new chords.  
The point is that having gone through the first few lessons, you know what chords are and how 
they fit into songs. There are other progressions not shown in the notes, but these are a good 
foundation, especially for folk music.  Now let's look at some of the new progressions.

SONGS IN A

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOM DOOLEY (4/4, 1, S1F0)
     A                                                       E7

     HANG DOWN YOUR HEAD TOM DOOLEY, HANG DOWN YOUR HEAD AND CRY

TPTP T    P          T    P  T P T P T    P          T    P   T P T P

                                                               A

     HANG DOWN YOUR HEAD TOM DOOLEY, POOR BOY YOU’RE BOUND TO DIE

     T     P        T     P  T P T P T     P          T     P  T P T P

-------------------------------------------------------------------

MY BONNIE LIES OVER THE OCEAN (3/4, 3, S1F0)
        A           D        A                      B7        E7

     MY BONNIE LIES OVER THE OCEAN,  MY BONNIE LIES OVER THE SEA

TPPTPP  T   P   P   T P   P  T PP TP P  T   P   P   T P   P   T PP T P

        A           D        A           B7            E7       A

     MY BONNIE LIES OVER THE OCEAN,  OH BRING BACK MY BONNIE TO ME

     P  T   P   P   T  P  P  T PP TP P  T      P   P   T  P   P T PP T PP  

                  D     B7       E7                     A

     BRING BACK, BRING BACK, OH BRING BACK MY BONNIE TO ME,  TO ME

      TPP  TPP   TPP   TP    P   T     P   P   T  P   P  T P P  T P P

                  D     B7       E7                     A

     BRING BACK, BRING BACK, OH BRING BACK MY BONNIE TO ME

     TPP    TPP   TPP   TP   P  T      P   P  T   P   P  T PP T P    
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HE'S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS (2/4, 2, S1F0)
     A
     HE'S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS
TP T P    T    P  TPTP  TP TP TP TP   T
                   E7               A
     HE'S GOT THE WHOLE WIDE WORLD IN HIS HANDS
     P     T   P  TP     TP  TP TP TP TP  T
                  A
     HE'S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS
     P     T   P  TPTP  TP TP TP TP  T
                  E7                  A
     HE'S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS
     P     T   P  TP     TP   TP TP  T P T P T P T P T 
-----------------------------------------------------------------

ROCK MY SOUL IN THE BOSSOM OF ABRAHAM (2/4, 1, S2F2)
      A
     ROCK MY SOUL IN THE BOSSOM OF ABRAHAM
T P  T    P   T   P       T     P  T    P
      E7
     ROCK MY SOUL IN THE BOSSOM OF ABRAHAM
      T   P   T   P      T      P  T    P
     A
     ROCK MY SOUL IN THE BOSSOM OF ABRAHAM
      T   P   T   P      T      P   T   P
     E7              A
     OH, ROCK-A  MY SOUL
     T P T       P   T P T P
     A                              E7
     SO HIGH YOU CAN'T GET OVER IT  SO LOW YOU CAN'T GET UNDER IT
     TP T    P    T     P  T    P   TP T    P   T     P  T     P 
     A
     SO WIDE YOU CAN'T GET ROUND IT
     TP T     P   T     P  T     P
     E7              A
     OH, ROCK-A  MY SOUL
     TP   T      P   T P T P
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SONGS IN C

The key of C is very common, especially for fingerpicking.  This progression has the F chord,
which you may find difficult to hold down properly at first.  You must flatten the index finger to
hold down two strings while the other fingers need to come straight down on their strings.  Hint:
hold only the middle, ring and little fingers and get used to how that feels. Then do only the index
finger (thumb should be right behind the index finger), and get used to how that feels.  Then put
the two together.

YOU ARE MY SUNSHINE (2/4, 2, S3F0)
     C                             C7

     YOU ARE MY SUNSHINE, MY ONLY SUNSHINE

TP T P    T   P T P T P T P  T  P T P T P T

                   F                    C

     YOU MAKE ME HAPPY   WHEN SKIES ARE GRAY

     P   T    P  TP TP T P     T     P  T P T P T

                   F                      C

     YOU'LL NEVER KNOW, DEAR, HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU

     P       T  P  T P  T P T  P   T   P  TP  T P T P

                           G7       C

     PLEASE DON'T TAKE MY SUNSHINE AWAY

      T       P   TP T P  T P T    P T P T P T

----------------------------------------------------------------------

RED RIVER VALLEY (4/4, 3, S3F0)
      C

      FROM THIS VALLEY THEY SAY YOU ARE GOING

T2T4T2 T    4   T 2 T   4   T 2  T   4   T2T4 T2

                                               G7

      WE WILL MISS YOUR BRIGHT EYES AND SWEET SMILE

      T   4    T 2  T     4    T 2   T    4    T 2 T 4 T 2 

                C           C7         F

      FOR THEY SAY YOU ARE TAKING THE SUNSHINE

      T    4   T 2  T   4  T 2 T   4   T   2  T 4 T 2

                C              G7       C

      THAT HAS BRIGHTENED OUR PATHWAY AWHILE

       T    4   T 2  T     4  T 2  T  4  T 2 T 4 T 2
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SONGS IN E

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EDELWEISS (3/4, 1, S3F1)
      E    B7    E    A     E                   A    E
      EDELWEISS, EDELWEISS, EVERY MORNING YOU GREET ME
TPP   TPP  TPP   TPP  TPP   T P P  T   P   P  TPP   TPP
                B7    E          A    E         B7      E
      SMALL AND WHITE CLEAN AND BRITE YOU LOOK HAPPY TO MEET ME
      T P   P   TPP   T P   P   TPP   T P  P   T   P  P TPP  TPP
       B7                     E
      BLOSSOM OF SNOW MAY YOU BLOOM AND GROW
      T   P   P   T    P   P   T P  P   TPP
        A               B7
      BLOOM AND GROW FORE - VER
      T P    P   T P P  TPP  TPP
      E    B7    E    A    E        B7             E
      EDELWEISS, EDELWEISS BLESS MY HOMELAND FOR - E - VER
      TPP  TPP   TPP  TPP   T P  P   T   P   P     TPP TPP
------------------------------------------------------------------

AMAZING GRACE (3/4, 3, S2F0)

        E       E7        A         E
      AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND
TPPTP P TP P   T P   P   T P    P  T P
                               B7
      THAT SAVED A WRETCH LIKE ME
      P    T  P  P  T P   P    T  P P T P
        E         E7       A       E
      I ONCE WAS LOST AND NOW I'M FOUND
      P T P  P   T P  P   T P P   T  P 
                     B7    E
      WAS BLIND AND NOW I SEE
      P    T P   P  T P P T P P T P

       The Greatest Guitar Course in the World   pg 34        Copyright 1983 by Raymond P. Voith



SONGS IN F

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RIDDLE SONG (3/4, 3, S2F1)

      F                  Bb                       F
      I GAVE MY LOVE A CHERRY     THAT HAD    NO STONE
         C7             F                        C7
      I GAVE MY LOVE A CHICKEN     THAT HAD    NO BONE
                        F                        C7
      I TOLD MY LOVE A STORY      THAT HAD    NO END
         Bb                                     F
      I GAVE MY LOVE A BABY     WITH NO     CRYING
      -------
      HOW CAN THERE BE A ----        (ETC)
      -------
      A CHERRY WHEN IT'S BLOOMING IT HAS NO STONE
      A CHICKEN WHEN IT'S PIPPIN IT HAS NO BONE
      A STORY THAT I LOVE YOU IT HAS NO END
      A BABY WHEN IT'S SLEEPING HAS NO CRYING
------------------------------------------------------------------

CRAWDAD SONG (4/4, 1, S1F1)

        F
        YOU GET A LINE AND  I'LL GET A POLE, HONEY
                                            C7
        YOU GET A LINE AND I'LL GET A POLE, BABE
        F                  F7
        YOU GET A LINE AND I'LL GET A POLE, AND
        Bb
        WE'LL GO DOWN TO THE CRAWDAD HOLE,
        F         C7        F
        HONEY     BA-   BE  MINE
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